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My name is Donnell Drinks, I am a husband, father, grandfather, brother, uncle, good neighbor 

and tax paying citizen. I am also a child formerly sentenced to die in prison. I’m writing in 

support of Henry Montgomery whose case led to a Supreme Court decision that made my 

freedom possible. 

At 17, I was sentenced to the Death Penalty in Pennsylvania. It was later reduced to a life 

without parole sentenced which I subsequently served 27 ½ years and was released in 2018 

following the Supreme Court’s decision in Montgomery v. Louisiana. 

Today I am the Leadership Development and Engagement Coordinator for the CFSY. Which not 
only allows me to effectively contribute to society but affords me the opportunity to engage 
with men and women around the country who are doing exception work. Men and women who 
was sentenced to die as children and with their second chances are productive members of 
society. I worked for the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office as a Crime prevention and 
Intervention Specialist. I am the cofounder of G.R.O.W.N. GROWN is a community-based 
outreach and mentoring program for Philadelphia youth. Designed to work as a conduit for 
change and empowerment, men and women learn through GROWN to demonstrate and 
highlight their growth and maturity over adverse life situations. Through various projects, the 
men and women of GROWN exercise their civic responsibilities and continuously strive to 
better the conditions of their individual communities and society as a whole. My cofounder and 
four of my mentors are children who were formerly sentenced to die in prison.  
 
Henry has served nearly 58 years in prison and has demonstrated he no longer poses a risk to 
society. He deserves a chance to live life as a free person, as I have. Please vote to grant him 
parole. 
  
  
Thank you for your consideration, 

Donnell Drinks 

ddrinks@cfsy.org 

267-694-1003 
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