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MISSION

WHAT DOES THE NFN DO?
The National Family Network (NFN) is a collective of family 
members and loved ones of individuals impacted by youth 
violence. This includes individuals who have lost loved ones to 
youth violence, as well as family members of individuals who 
are serving lengthy adult sentences imposed on them as 
children. The Network promotes the use of healing and 
restorative practices and an end to the imposition of extreme 
sentences upon youth, with a particular focus on the sentence 
of life without the possibility of parole.

The NFN works to create a community of support among 
friends and family members of people impacted by violence 
committed by youth, in order to establish a strong, family-run, 
advocacy base. The Network organizes and mobilizes 
members and loved ones in order to engage in dialogue, 
advocacy, action planning, and information sharing to advance 
efforts to end the practice of sentencing youth to life in prison 
without the possibility of parole.

Creates spaces for healing, care, and shared support

Provides updates on litigation and legislation 
developments through monthly NFN calls
Advocates for policy changes in members’ home states 
and nationwide

Engages policymakers via phone, letters, emails and 
other methods to share their unique perspectives as 
directly impacted survivors and/or  loved ones of 
individuals serving extreme sentences for crimes they 
committed as children

Shares their story with appropriate audiences in 
collaboration with the public education efforts of the 
CFSY and other partners
Comes together to honor moments of progress—such as 
the release of a loved one or meaningful policy 
change—and offers collective care and support during 
times of loss, setbacks or disappointments.

If you would like more information on the National Family 
Network or are interested in becoming involved, please 
contact CFSY by email or phone.

ccarpenter@cfsy.org

Builds leadership and storytelling skills

Learn more: www.cfsy.org
202- 289-4677


